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Safety belts and child safety seats are the best protection against injury or death
in a motor vehicle crash.  In fact, from 1982 through 1994, more than 65,000
lives were saved by safety belts, including the lives of more than 2,600 children
under the age of five who were saved by child safety seats.

While these statistics are encouraging, thousands of unnecessary injuries 
and lost lives could be prevented if older children and adults would wear their
safety belts and if parents correctly and consistently secured their children in
child safety seats.  As an employer, you owe it to yourself and your employees
to help prevent the suffering brought on by traffic injuries and deaths.  And as
an added bonus, you will protect your company's bottom line.

This safety planner includes camera-ready artwork for posters, newsletter ads,
paycheck stuffers, buttons, and a sample article for your company's newsletter.
In addition, there are useful ideas and activities to help get your company 
started on a program encouraging the use of child safety seats and safety belts.
These ideas will be helpful as you develop your organization’s program to 
participate in Buckle Up America! Week, Child Passenger Safety Awareness
Week, and National Safe Kids Week.  Refer to your 1996 NETS Traffic Safety
Planning Calendar for information on these and other events to participate in
throughout the year.  If you have not received your copy, contact your state
coordinator or the NETS staff at 202-452-6005.

The next seasonal planner, which focuses on the issues of impaired driving as
they relate to teenagers, will arrive later this quarter.  The Network of Employers
for Traffic Safety thanks you for your continued commitment to traffic safety 
for your employees and their families.  We look forward to working with you
this year.
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Copy For Your 
Employee Newsletter

Child Safety Seats: All The Time, Every Time.

Each year, more than 2,000 children are killed and an estimated 300,000 are injured in motor
vehicle crashes.  Hundreds die needlessly each year because they are not properly secured in
child safety seats or by safety belts.  When installed and used correctly, child safety seats reduce
the risk of death in a motor vehicle crash by more than 70%.  Further, they are now required by
law in all states.

Many parents are unaware of the potential harm involved when driving with an unrestrained
child.  Unfortunately, many parents still believe the best way to protect their children is by 
holding them on their laps when traveling.  That’s untrue.  In a 30 mph crash, a 10-pound baby
could be ripped from a belted adult’s arms with a force of almost 300 pounds and hurled against
the dashboard or windshield, or worst yet, crushed by an unrestrained adult, leaving little chance
for the child’s survival.  Adding to the problem, many more motorists do not use safety seats
correctly, which makes the seats less effective or ineffective. Anyone traveling with a child should
always remember to:

 

➝ Select a child safety seat that fits your child and your car, and use it correctly every time
your child rides in a motor vehicle.  Most crashes occur within 25 miles of the home at
less then 40 miles per hour.

➝ Place infants who weigh less than 20 pounds and at least one year of age in a rear-facing
infant or convertible seats.  Toddlers over one year of age and about 20 to 40 pounds
should ride in forward-facing convertible seats.  For children who weigh over 40 pounds,
use booster seats that correctly positions them in the shoulder and lap belts. Booster seats
should be used until a child has grown enough to fit correctly in a lap and shoulder belt.

➝ Infant seats must only be used facing the rear of the vehicle to provide the most protection
for very young passengers.  Never place a rear-facing safety seat in the front of a
vehicle that has an air bag on the passenger side. The air bag could strike the
back of the safety seat with enough force to seriously injure or kill your child.

➝ Place all children in the back seat.  This is the safest place for any child to be.

➝ Make certain to fasten the child seat harness snugly over the child’s shoulders.

➝ Buy and use only child safety seats that meet Department of Transportation (DOT) 
requirements.  A child safety seat has a label that reads: “This child restraint system 
conforms to all applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.”

➝ Install your car seat very carefully.  Read your car seat instruction and your vehicle owner’s
manual, and then try it out in your car.  

➝ Never buy or use a used child safety seat if the DOT label is missing.  If the label is
attached, please use the information on it to ask the manufacturer for the missing 
instructions.

If you have a child, please buy a safety seat, or borrow one and learn how to use it correctly.
Encourage your friends and family members with young children to do the same.  Remember, 
the safest child safety seat is one that is installed and used correctly and on every trip — even
on quick trips.  If you use your child safety seat for every trip, your child will find riding in this
seat comfortable and natural.  When your child has outgrown the safety seat, immediately begin
his or her transition into wearing a safety belt, and loan your child’s safety seat to a friend or 
co-worker.  It is vitally important that you serve as a role model for your child, so always buckle
up and buckle up your child.
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Wear your safety belt and increase your prospects of surviving 
a serious crash by 45%. A safety belt isn't a nuisance, it's a lifesaver.

WearYourSafetyBelt.
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Protect your children by correctly securing them 
in safety seats. They’re bound to be safer.

UseYour Child Safety Seat.

8" x 10" Flyer/Poster



YouJustPassed 
aQuickCourse 
inLifesaving.

Wear your safety belt 
and increase your prospects 

of surviving a serious 
crash by 45%. 

A safety belt isn't 
a nuisance, 

it's a lifesaver.

WearYourSafetyBelt.®

®

®

Child Safety
Seats. 

Think of 
Them as 

Family Ties.
Protect your children 

by correctly securing them 
in safety seats. 

They're bound to be safer.

Use Your Child Safety Seat.
®

®

®

YouJustPassed 
aQuickCourse 
inLifesaving.

Child Safety
Seats. Think of

Them as 
Family Ties.

3" x 6" Paycheck Stuffer 3" x 6" Paycheck Stuffer

®

®

®

®

®

®

Wear your safety belt and increase your prospects 
of surviving a serious crash by 45%. 

A safety belt isn't a nuisance, it's a lifesaver.

WearYourSafetyBelt.

Protect your children by correctly securing them 
in safety seats. They're bound to be safer..

Use Your Child Safety Seat.

You JustPassed aQuick
Course inLifesaving.

Child Safety Seats. 
Think of Them 
as Family Ties.

3" x 3" Newsletter Ad 3" x 3" Newsletter Ad

2" diameter
Campaign Buttons



Ideas To Try

➝ Sponsor a child safety seat loaner program for employees or the entire community and
teach them how to use the seats correctly.

➝ Sponsor a brown bag lunch and invite a speaker from your local highway safety office,
local police department or fire station to discuss child passenger safety and safety belt
issues and the proper use of both.

➝ Create a computer screen saver or develop a telephone on-hold message that features 
a creative reminder about the importance of securing children in safety seats and using
safety belts.

➝ Start a “Saved By The Belt/Safety Seat” program in your workplace.  Include articles about
the program and participants in your newsletter, and start a bulletin board highlighting the
members.

➝ Publish the toll-free National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Auto Safety
Hot Line (800-424-9393) regularly in company newsletters, computer bulletin boards, etc.
The number provides consumers the opportunity to report concerns and defects and get
information about motor vehicles, safety belts, child safety seats, and recalls.

➝ Use safety messages in this planner on pay stubs, mileage reimbursement forms and 
electronic bulletin boards.  Incorporate “buckle-up” messages in your company’s 
advertising and correspondence.  Post messages on signs exiting the company parking 
lot or garage and put buckle-up reminders in all company vehicles.  

➝ Recruit a child passenger safety technical expert through your local highway safety office 
to assist company personnel in conducting a free child safety seat check to assess correct 
use and safety of the seat.  This can be for in-house employees as well as other community
members.  Hand out matching parent and child t-shirts to those who have their safety seats
properly installed.

➝ Sponsor exhibits or booths at local events such as community fairs, mall events, health
fairs, and at local schools.

➝ Work to improve the primary laws versus secondary laws in your state. Encourage law
enforcement to actively enforce the laws and issue citations to those driving without safety
belts and with unrestrained children.  

➝ Develop incentive programs or contests and award prizes to employees who wear their
safety belts and who correctly use their child safety seats.
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